Building Sensitivity and Awareness of  Our Community


Task:

The goal of this questionnaire is to help both families and school personnel identify how the school is sensitive to the needs of  today's changing families.

Activity:

Please answer  the questions listed below to the best of your ability.  If you do not know the information requested,  ask other individuals in the school community to help you develop a response.  The completed questionnaires will be used in the next group activity.

1.  
List the programs your school has established for parents and community members.

2. 
List all the ways your school communicates general information with 
student families.   Some possibilities may be notes, phone calls, newsletters, open houses, etc.
3.  
In what language do the communication methods listed above most frequently occur?

4.   
Please describe how parents and family members are usually greeted when they enter your school.

5. 
How are new students and their families informed of school policies and welcomed into the school community?

6. 
How are parents and guardians informed when their child is falling behind academically or behaving inappropriately in class?

7.
How often does your school have open meetings and parent/teacher conferences?

8.  
At what time of the day and which day of the week are the  school meetings and conferences usually scheduled?

9.  
What support services does your school provide to enable families to participate in the meetings and conferences?  Support services may include, child care, transportation, interpreters, etc.

Based on the students in your classroom or a classroom where you frequently work, please answer the following questions:

10. 
How many students eat breakfast before coming to school?

11.  
How many students have access to a computer outside of school?

12. 
How many students have visited a library more than twice?

13.  
How many students feel safe both physically and emotionally in the school?

14. 
How many students work to support their families?

15.  
How many students have someone outside of school who works with them on their homework?

16.  
If students and their families have immigrated to the United States, 
what are some of their reasons for leaving their home countries?

17. 
How many students see school as a necessary step towards achieving economic opportunities?

18.  
What does parental involvement mean to the families in the school community?  When do families feel that parents should be contacted to support the school?

19.  
What additional information did you learn about the families in the school community after answering these questions?

20.  
If you are a parent or community member, how will this knowledge affect your involvement with the school?

21.
If you are a teacher of school staff member, how will this knowledge affect how you work with families?

