Working Together (Pedagogy)

 
Task:  



Participants will work in groups to develop a project that fulfills curricular requirements, responds to a community need and uses the instructional method of joint productive activity.

Group size:  

Four to six participants representing different roles; student, parent, teacher assistant, teacher, administrator, school staff or community member.

Materials:


· School or district curriculum goals and objectives for every grade level.

· Paper

· Writing utensils.

Step one:   


Participants form groups according to school role.

Step two:  


Participants select a grade level and get the corresponding goals and objectives.

Step three: 


Participants take a few minutes to look over the curriculum goals and pick one subject area of interest to them.

Step four:  


Participants discuss how a theme or aspect of the curriculum goal they selected may relate to the community where the school is located.

Step five:  


As a group, have participants select an area of interest to the community.  They should try to find out if topic they choose is really of concern or interest to the community by seeking out information from people in other groups, or recalling student comments. 

Step six:   


Once each group has a curriculum topic and a community area of interest matched up.  They have to brainstorm an activity with the following requirements:

· Teaches curriculum goal.

· Addresses community area of interest.

· Involves two or more people working together.

· Requires community members, students and school staff.

· Results in a tangible product.

Step seven:  

· Participants develop a plan for how they will introduce the project to a class, the community and school staff.

· They describe how they will encourage participation.

· As a group, participants write out a mini-lesson plan describing their idea, how people will work together and what the product will be.

Step eight:

Have each group briefly describe or act out the project goals and the joint activity it entails.

Some questions to ask;

· How can you be sure this project is of interest to the community?
· What will students provide input?
· How can you bring all the people together if some people are working?
· How will you display the final project or product?
Step nine:

Have each group post their plan on the walls so all participants can collect a variety of ideas to bring to their classrooms, schools or communities.
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